19G                                 BOOTS AND  SADDLES.
from Kentucky for us.    These were thought excel! servants, but Mary, invested with a "little brief antlj ity," ruled like a despot.    The youngest having be born after the emancipation proclamation, was loot down upon by her elder sister, who had been a sla In her moments of rage the most deadly insult was call the younger one "you'worthless free nigger, you I think with deep gratitude of their devotion to us.   . thev were colored people they had not even the excii ment of beaux among the enlisted men.    Sometim they sighed and longed for home.   At such times Ma used to say to me, "Miss Libbie, you has the ginin and you don5 mind whar you is so long as you has hir but you can't tell what it is for us to live in a counti wha5 there's no festibuls, meetin'-houses, or dances."
When we readied St. Paul, on our return from leav of absence, we were generally met with telegrams froi our friends at Fort Lincoln, imploring us to bring tliei: cooks. The railroad officials were good enough to giv us passes, so we could always take them without mud trouble. The first time after advertising, only the youn< and pretty ones were selected from those who came t< us at the hotel. Their almost instantaneous capitula tion to the devotion of the soldiers taught us a lesson After that we only took the middle-aged and plain When we were fairly started on our journey, the general would look them over, chuckle to himself, and"fog my elbow for me to see the ancients as tourists. lie would add, under his breath, that evidently we had settled the question that time, for'no soldier would look at such antediluvians. He reckoned too soon. He hard-